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This excerpt is taken from a digital handbook that the educators prepared for people 
attending the VivE&D exhibition held at Explore & Develop Annandale 30th, June, 2018. 
The video supports this documentation as a visual account of the way children and 
families responded to the art.     
 
Children are naturally curious. Their inquisitive disposition allows them to explore and 
make meaning of the world. Early education has tremendous influence on the thoughts 
and opinions formed by children. This knowledge is carried with them throughout their 
lives. Providing children with a supportive environment, allocating adequate resources 
based on their needs and interests and encouraging this sense of wonder can ensure 
children have the confidence for lifelong learning. Within our daily curriculum we support 
this development through extending the children’s opportunities for scientific thinking.  
 
Scientific thinking allows children to expand on their creativity, problem-solving and 
supports them as they form a deeper understanding of the world around them. These 
processes encourage children to inquire about the world, seek knowledge, challenge 
ideas, and apply these skills throughout their lives.   
 
This sense of wonder, discovery and exploration is encouraged and supported through 
play. We encourage the children to ask questions, we support them to investigate and to 
develop the skills to solve problems on their own.  
 
Each room has used recycled materials to create a sculpture representing something that 
is meaningful to them. We requested donations from families and the local community to 
use in our sculpture making. Throughout this process the children began demonstrating a 
stronger awareness of their impact on the environment and ways to minimise waste. Each 
sculpture is influenced and created by the children. Educators were merely there to 
support their creativity and scaffold their ideas. Like everything we do we wanted to share 
a message about sustainability. These children are passionate about the world. They 
engage with nature daily. They understand the purpose of nature from a very early age. 
   
The classrooms also used technology to create a second display. The purpose of these 
technological presentations is to demonstrate the children’s ownership over their learning 
and their learning environment. It shares and extends their sense of belonging. They are 
able to share their daily practices with the world.  
 
Above all the purpose of displaying the children’s work in this way is about allowing the 
children to view these creations on display. Displaying children’s achievements reinforces 
the idea that their work is valued.  
 
For this project we decided to link two scientific elements that each classroom has been 
exploring over the year: an investigation into light and an understanding of sustainable 
practices. We found that throughout the year each room incorporated both inquiries in 
developmentally appropriate ways. Through provocations, sensory explorations, 
conversations, incorporating literacy, exploring technology, connecting to community and 
developing an appreciation of nature the children were able to build foundational 
knowledge on each of these topics.  


