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Reggio Emilia Australia Information Exchange 
Chairperson’s Report January 2016 – December 2016 

It is always a pleasure to prepare an annual report.  It is a time 
to pause and reflect on all that has been worked towards and 
achieved over the past 12 months. We have much to celebrate 
with the amazing work that is being done on behalf of REAIE 
by members, the committee, project groups and our office 
staff. 

This year has seen an increase in staff with Jody Kingston 
joining the administrative team and Karen Szydlik taking up the 
newly created position of Professional Learning Coordinator. 
Both colleagues have brought great skill and enthusiasm to 
their roles, strengthening the work of the organisation. 
Together with Caryn, Susii and Michelle, they make up the 
fantastic staff in the REAIE office and thanks to them we 
continue to see an increase in membership numbers and 
member satisfaction. The office team is continually working to 
improve the efficiency of office procedures and provide better 
service to the membership. We are very fortunate to have 
such a committed and competent team.  

In May 2016, REAIE hosted a four-state tour of Australia by 
Tiziana Filippini. Over 900 delegates attended the workshops, 
seminars and public lectures in Tasmania, Queensland, New 
South Wales and Western Australia. We are currently in 
negotiations for a return visit in 2017. The appointment of a 
Professional Learning and Network’s Coordinator has enabled 
REAIE to develop a calendar of events around Australia and the 
second half of 2016 has seen the invited speaker series around 
the country.  

REAIE offered two study tours in 2016 with delegates 
attending the International tour in April to Reggio Emilia and 
the intensive study week to New Zealand in August; both of 
these tours were fully subscribed and continued to meet the 
needs of many educators. January 2017 will see an Intensive 
study tour designed for those who have attended a Reggio 
Emilia study tour in the past or have an in-depth 
understanding of the Reggio Emilia educational project. Study 
tours offer members professional learning possibilities and 
continue to ensure REAIE supports the integrity of the work 
being undertaken in Australia, influenced and informed by the 
values and principles of the educational project of Reggio 
Emilia. 

REAIE is currently in the process of reviewing the Challenge 
Journal to ensure it is a quality document which evolves to 
meet the changing needs of educators from a variety of 
backgrounds and settings across Australia. We continue to 

strive to provide resources that are of value to the 
membership. 

In 2016, REAIE has continued to be involved in a campaign 
instigated by Early Childhood Australia (ECA) ‘Early Learning: 
Everyone Benefits’ which aims to showcase the positive 
outcomes that arise from sound investment in the early years.  
REAIE is a member of this campaign alongside ECA, Goodstart 
Early Learning, Early Childhood Management Services (ECMS), 
Early Learning Association of Australia (ELAA), Family Day Care 
Australia, UnitingCare Australia, ARACY, The Parenthood and 
the Australian Community Children’s Service (ACCS), with 
support also from the Benevolent Society, C&K and Wesley 
Mission Brisbane. Together we strive for quality early 
education as a right for all Australian children. 

REAIE was delighted to sponsor Carla Rinaldi as the keynote 
speaker at the 2016 ECA conference in Darwin. This was a 
great opportunity for the organisation to gain a higher profile 
amongst a broad sector of early childhood educators from 
around the country. 

REAIE continues to be the reference point for Reggio Children 
in Australia and is an invited member of the International 
Network Group. The International Network continues to 
evolve and grow with representatives now from over 30 
countries.  As well as financial support to Reggio Children, the 
network provides support in other ways as requested, and also 
enables ongoing relationships between the member countries.  
REAIE endeavours to send two representatives to the annual 
meeting of the Reggio Children International Network. 

REAIE continues to be a partner in the South Australian 
Thinkers in Residence Program and is honoured to have 
ongoing representation on the governance board. 

In collaboration, we have achieved a great deal in 2016 and we 
continue to be well placed to move forward as a national 
organisation to better serve our members, to work towards 
our Vision and Mission, and most importantly, to support 
Australian children and families. This is very much due to all 
the hard work of REAIE members and to the volunteer 
committee members who give so willingly of their time to 
ensure the success of REAIE.  

Ruth Wallbridge 
Chairperson

 

Treasurer’s Report 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 

It is my pleasure to present the financial report for Reggio 
Emilia Australia Information Exchange for the year ending 31st 
December 2016. 

 
We have maintained our financial position and these results 
can be attributed to the success of study tours as well as the 



various professional learning programs which operated 
throughout the year. These funds support the ongoing 
operational costs of the organisation which continue to rise as 
each year passes. 
 
The study tours to both Reggio Emilia in April and New Zealand 
in August were both well attended. A number of professional 
learning programs were also held throughout Australia during 
the year including the successful conferences, workshops and 
public lectures presented by Tiziana Filippini in May 2016. 
 
The next 12 months will be extremely exciting for the 
organisation with a number of upcoming professional learning 
events planned, as well as the Landscapes of Identity 
conference to be held in Sydney in July 2017.   We hope that 
we will welcome back participants who have attended our 
conferences, in addition to new participants. 
 
REAIE is proud to be a member of the Governance group of the 
South Australian Collaborative project.  The cost of being 
involved in this project has diminished due to the availability of 
phone conferencing options. 
 
We were also proud to sponsor Carla Rinaldi as a keynote 
speaker at the Early Childhood Australia conference in Darwin 
in 2016 and to host a trade exhibition stall at that conference. 
This gave visibility to our organisation, attracted pedagogical 
interest and resulted in new memberships. 
 
In the 2015 financial year, REAIE received a grant from the 
Frank Leydon Tot Ed Trust Foundation to develop online 
learning modules. REAIE invested a great deal of time, in 
collaboration with Reggio Children, discussing how to best use 
this grant for educators in Australia.  REAIE will also invest 
additional funds to authentically develop these professional 
learning packages that will be accessible to educators in major 
cities and the many regional services across Australia. 
 

This year, for the first time, REAIE made a donation to a scuola 
in Reggio Emilia called Balducci.  This centre was allocated to 
Australia through Reggio Children and the International 
Network. The children, educators and families will work in 
collaboration to use this money to build a maze in their 
outdoor playground.  The outdoor environment is a significant 
and essential place for learning for Australian children and we 
are thrilled that Balducci have chosen to spend our donation in 
this way.  Their research and documentation, in time, will be 
shared with REAIE, who will in turn share this research with 
REAIE members. 
 
We thank our office staff for their ongoing care of members 
and for ensuring that the office runs smoothly, especially 
during busy times.  We acknowledge their loyalty and ongoing 
commitment.  
 
Michelle Tenace continues to do a great job of managing our 
financial obligations. Due to the growth of these demands, 
Michelle will increase her hours in 2017. We have added two 
additional part time staff this year and we welcome the 
expertise and skills they have brought to the team.  
 
Every year I take this opportunity to acknowledge the many 
hours that the committee devotes to this organisation in a 
volunteer capacity. We are proud to declare ourselves as a 
non-profit organisation and the designated Australian 
reference contact with Reggio Children. Committee members 
devote many hours to the management and organisation of 
events, staffing and strategic planning without remuneration.   
I would like to thank my fellow Executive members for their 
collegiality and custodianship of this very important 
organisation and am confident that with strong fiscal policies 
we will continue to grow and RE search for a new culture of 
childhood for all Australian children. 
 
Kerrie O’Neill 
Treasurer

 

Documentation Centre Project Group 
January 2016 – December 2016 

I have great pleasure in presenting the 2016 REAIE 
Documentation Centre Annual Report.  

This year has been another busy and exciting year in the 
Documentation Centre. We regularly receive requests from a 
variety of centres and schools that are interested in organising 
Professional Learning sessions for their staff in the 
Documentation Centre. Visitors include educators from all 
sectors of the early childhood community, including students 
from tertiary institutions.   

Visitors view their visits as an opportunity to browse through a 
variety of documentation pieces that reflect children’s 
learning. The documentation that is on view is from centres 
within Australia as well as from Reggio Emilia and includes 
projects, stories, daily journals, portfolios and resource books. 
It is an opportunity for teachers to enjoy dialogue and 
discussion with educators from different states and different 
areas of early childhood, as well as their own colleagues.  

This year, the Documentation Centre held open days during 
some of the Victorian school holiday periods and we also 
introduced a Twilight Visit in Term 3 that proved to be very 
popular, particularly for centres that are open throughout the 
year. With this success in mind, we plan to include more of 
these opportunities in 2017. 

We have recently acquired another room in the University very 
near to the current Documentation Centre, enabling us to 
display more pieces of documentation, as well as establish a 
space for a REAIE library. We hope that this additional space 
will be completed for our January Open Day.  

We are so grateful to everyone who has kindly lent or given 
documentation to REAIE and we are always very excited to 
hear from members who have documentation for us.  This 
year we received some amazing documentation from the 
South Australian REAIE Network. We would like to express our 
heartfelt thanks for these inspiring projects. Without this 
generous sharing from individuals, centres and schools, we 
would not be able to support our members and the wider 



community and offer ways to further their learning in a 
relaxed, friendly environment. 

We would also like to thank all who have visited the 
Documentation Centre this year and to all who help us to 
maintain the documentation. We particularly thank our 
amazing REAIE office staff. They are instrumental in welcoming 
visitors, making sure that all is in readiness and providing 
resources that can be purchased.  

Finally, my grateful thanks to the other members of the 
Documentation Centre Project Group, particularly Debbie 
Nicholas and Cara Mearns. They are such loyal supporters and 
have worked tirelessly to ensure the continued success of the 
Documentation Centre. We all look forward to another 
productive and exciting year! 

As Loris Malaguzzi reminds us: Nothing Without Joy! 

Libby Cumming   
Documentation Centre Project Group Convenor 

 

Challenge Project Group 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 
Three editions of the Challenge were published in 2016:  April, 
August and November.  
 
The April 2016 edition wondered about children and 
relationships and explored the idea of ecological sensibility. 
Articles included children developing theories about space and 
the people within them; secret gardens, communities of 
spiders, Uno’s Garden and planetary messages from Australian 
children. We saw a team guided by the question: is curiosity 
innate or does it have to be learned? Educators from South 
Australia shared with us how they were inspired to both ‘make 
their own road’ and create cultures of collaboration, following 
Carla Rinaldi’s role as ‘A thinker in residence’ in South 
Australia. 
 
The August 2016 edition sought articles about the professional 
image and identity of the educator. It began with the voice of 
the child, as children investigated ‘imagination’ in response to 
the 2015 Conference as shared by the educators, with the 
children. What though, is the role of the educator in taking this 
inquiry further, the educators wondered? This edition also 
highlighted a diversity of ways that REAIE can and does 
support our members in the creation of their professional 
identities. The edition was a hope filled edition. The 
‘Encounter with Tiziana Filippini’ was a highlight and articles 
through different perspectives were included; one from Fiona 
Zinn, REAIE’s Professional Learning Convenor, and another the 
transcript of Tiziana’s interview with ABC Hobart. Heather 
Conroy and her team used this ‘encounter’ and the radio 
interview as the impetus to reimagine professional identity 
asking ‘who are we?’ This idea of ‘re-visiting a concept’ was a 
common thread. Paul Johnson and Tina Adamo reimagine 
childhood in their professional learning with Carla Rinaldi and 
Jan Millikan and they stepped us through this in their article. 
Mary Featherston and Esme Capp reimagine spaces for 
learning in a primary school setting. Two contributors reflected 
on their trips to Reggio Emilia where they were challenged, 
inspired, and eventually reassured as they wondered what it 
meant to be a competent teacher; a learning teacher. Libby 
Cumming, Kerrie O’Neill,  Kirsty Liljegren, and Leanne Mits all 
report on further REAIE events for professional learning and 
developing our professional identities as they wrote about the 
Documentation Centre, the planned 2017 Sydney Conference 

“Landscapes of Identity” and the 2016 Annual General 
Meeting. The articles gave us time to pause and reflect on our 
professional identities and perhaps celebrate a little. 
 
The editorial of the November 2016 edition had a focus on 
community and families that is, culture and the protagonists of 
children’s learning. This edition began with Hanna Daniel 
working with our youngest citizens, inviting reflection from the 
children’s families. David Gilkes in a more formal way co-
inquired into beauty with families for his Master’s project. 
Toorak College opened its doors to show us a wonderful 
collaboration between the school, an artist and the Boon 
Wurrung people and then we are stepped into protocols of 
ethical engagement with Aboriginal resources by Catherine 
Hamm and Brian Newman. The eco cubby project was a 
collaboration with a diversity of community members as the 
children took the lead. The Talking Piano story showed us how 
children are creators of culture, as they tell a story that has 
never been told before. There is also a report on REAIE’s 
participation at the ECA conference in Darwin, by the REAIE 
Committee, REAIE members and Carla Rinaldi.  
 
This year, REAIE has engaged the services of Alex Lazarus-
Priestley, a publisher with vast experience, who is undertaking 
a review of the Challenge. She will be interviewing committee 
members and those responsible for the Challenge, reviewing 
past editions as well as surveying REAIE members. This process 
and the data collected will help guide the future direction and 
development of the Challenge Journal. 
 
These editions would not have been possible without the 
contributions from many teachers who courageously shared 
their practice, thinking, experience and pedagogical questions 
through the Challenge. The Challenge Editorial Group is 
grateful to all those who have given their time and made the 
effort to write about their experience. Each new article that 
comes across the editorial desk fills us with excitement…what 
are we about to read, to learn, to wonder about? Editing can 
sometimes be a lengthy process that can continue for several 
months and one that can be confronting for the writer, but it is 
within the spirit of collaboration; without these contributions; 
there would be no Challenge Journal. We encourage all 
members of REAIE to consider writing for the Challenge 



Journal. It is a great moment to see your article in print and 
this can be a whole team process, a series of photographs, 
children’s drawings…  
The Challenge Editorial Group is always available to assist with 
the writing process.  
 
Thank you: 
Pam Andrew and Chris Celada: for ensuring the layout of the 
Challenge supports its pedagogical intent. 
Challenge Editorial Group members: Jan Millikan, Libby 
Cumming, Ruth Wallbridge, Cara Mearns, Pam Andrews, Chris 
Celada, for designing and building each edition and for their 
assistance in encouraging writers to contribute to the 
Challenge. 

Rooster IMC for their assistance in the publication and 
distribution of the journal. Caryn Marks and the office staff for 
their support. 
All the Challenge contributors for sharing ideas, insights and 
practice, allowing others to read, reflect and consider other 
possibilities. 
 
Debbie Nicholas    
Convenor Challenge Project Group, Challenge Editor April 2016 
 
Karen Szydlik 
Professional Learning Coordinator; Challenge Editor August 
and November 2016 

 

Professional Learning Project Group Report 
January 2016 – December 2016 

In 2016 the Professional Learning Project Group consisted of 
Babs Newton, Heather Conroy, Jane Merewether, Helene 
Oberman and was convened by Fiona Zinn.  

In April 2016 REAIE appointed our first Professional Learning 
and Network’s Coordinator: Karen Szydlik, to oversee REAIE’s 
Professional Learning events, Network Groups, the 
Documentation Centre and The Challenge Journal. 

Professional Learning Events for 2016 

‘An Encounter with Tiziana Filippini’  

It has long been a vision of REAIE to invite a speaker from 
Reggio Emilia on an Australian speaking tour. We were 
therefore thrilled to be able to bring this to fruition in May 
2016, when Tiziana Filippini from Reggio Emilia visited 
Tasmania, Queensland, New South Wales and Western 
Australia. In total 979 participants enjoyed the opportunity to 
listen to and work with Tiziana and the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. A diversity of events was conducted 
including public lectures, workshops for early childhood and 
primary teachers and one-day conferences.  

National Invited Speakers Series 

Eleven events were held across four states, Victoria, South 
Australia, Queensland and Tasmania. In total 260 participants 
attended the workshops, which were presented mostly as 3 
hour workshops but on occasion a full day program was 
offered. It is REAIE’s intention that the workshops are offered 
Australia-wide and we are in consultation with network 
leaders in all states for future events so we can best suit the 
learning desires of the members in each state. The Invited 
Speaker Series has been well received and generally well 
attended. The content and speakers is decided in consultation 
with the Professional Learning Project Group, however we rely 
on and are grateful for the on-the-ground support from 
Network leaders to best guide us, in decisions about timing 
and venues.  

REAIE Workshops: Introduction to Reggio Emilia  

Two ‘Introduction to Reggio Emilia’ workshops were held in 
2016, one in Canberra and one in Darwin. Both were well 
attended with 89 participants combined attending. As a result 
of these workshops, the attendance and feedback, future 

workshops are planned for both states, with a view to build on 
knowledge and learning. 

Workshops by Request 

There were 21 requested workshops delivered to specific 
centres, schools, and individuals in 2016. These were in South 
Australia, Victoria, Queensland and New South Wales, and 
were delivered by seven REAIE consultants. 

Development of Workshops 

Future workshop development is being planned for 2017 and 
beyond. We are redeveloping the Introduction to Reggio Emilia 
Workshop and looking to add four new titles to our offerings in 
the future. 

National Twilight Centre Visits 

Four States hosted Twilight Visits in October. Centres/schools 
in Western Australia, Queensland, Victoria and New South 
Wales, opened their doors for the ever popular Twilight Centre 
Visits. In all, 9 spaces were opened and visits were well 
attended. 

Documentation Centre Open Days and Requested Visits 
 
The Documentation Centre held four Open Days in 2016 in 
January, June, August and November. Across these visits 89 
people attended. In addition, there were 17 privately 
facilitated sessions in the centre which were conducted by 6 
different facilitators. REAIE continues to receive wonderful 
gifts of documentation from schools and early childhood 
centres for inclusion in the Documentation Centre as 
provocations for all our learning. We are very grateful for all 
documentation donations.  

Looking forward to 2017 

We are very excited to be dreaming up more possibilities for 
engaging professional learning in 2017 and beyond. 
Possibilities include further events in the Invited Speakers 
Series across Australia.  We currently have sessions booked for 
Canberra in March, Perth in February and more to come early 
in 2017.  

Thank you 



The above events could not be possible without the 
committed pedagogical work of the Professional Learning 
Project Group, the unending administrative support from the 
wonderful REAIE Office Team and the important on-the-
ground work of the National Network Convenors. We thank all 
those who have facilitated professional learning events across 
Australia on behalf of REAIE in 2016. All this is facilitated by the 
ongoing work of the REAIE Executive and National Committee. 
REAIE thanks all our members for continuing the dialogue 

through attending the professional learning events and we 
welcome your suggestions for future professional learning 
opportunities around Australia and beyond. 

Fiona Zinn 
Professional Learning Project Group Convenor 
 
Karen Szydlik 
Professional Learning Coordinator 

 

Reggio Children International Network Report 
January 2016 – December 2016 

REAIE, as the acknowledged Reggio Children reference 
organisation in Australia, maintains close contact with both 
Reggio Children and the members of the Reggio Children 
International Network.  There have been many changes in 
recent months and the report of the network meeting below 
provides some insights into the current situation regarding the 
educational project in Reggio Emilia. Jan Millikan and Ruth 
Wallbridge represented REAIE at this meeting, and it was a 
significant meeting on several counts.   

The meeting celebrated 10 years since the establishment of 
the Network. REAIE was an invited participant at the first 
meeting to determine the possibility of establishing this group, 
and at that time there were 22 countries represented. There 
are now 32 countries represented: -  Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Ricco, Denmark, 
England, Finland, Germany, Iceland, India, Israel, Ireland, 
Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, 
Peru, Singapore,  Scotland,   South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
Uruguay, and the USA.   

The intention is to increase this number, and there are 
currently 6 countries seeking membership. A new strategy for 
determining membership criteria is now being developed.  

It was also a time to reflect on the history of the Reggio Emilia 
educational project, and the restructuring of the   present 
organisational system in facing a challenging present and 
future. The three organisational structures involved are: a) 
Reggio Children, b) The Istituzione, and c) The Foundation 
Reggio Children Loris Malaguzzi Centre. 

Reggio Children began in 1994, to promote and defend the 
rights and potentials of the world’s children through organising 
international pedagogical and cultural exchanges.  Claudia 
Giudici has been elected as the new chairperson of Reggio 
Children.  

The Istituzione was established in 2003 by the local 
government of Reggio Emilia to take responsibility for all the 
preschools and infant toddler centres in the province of Reggio 
Emilia, not only the local government centres.  Paola Cagliari is 
the continuing Director of the Istituzione. 

The not-for-profit Foundation Reggio Children - Loris Malaguzzi 
Centre was established in 2011 and coincided with the 
completion of the Loris Malaguzzi International Centre. It has 

the aim to promote quality education in Reggio Emilia, and in 
the world, and its key words are: research, internationality, 
solidarity, educational quality and economic sustainability. 
Carla Rinaldi is the chairperson of the Foundation.  

The Local Government early childhood centres are currently 
facing very severe financial issues and at the present time the 
Foundation has the role of providing 41% of the total funding 
for the centres. This is a matter of grave concern. 

The support of the early childhood centres is assisted by 
donations to the Foundation, events at the Malaguzzi Centre 
and restaurant, the provision of Study Tours, the travelling 
exhibitions, providing speakers and consultancies at 
International conferences and events, and the publishing and 
sale of resources which began in 1994. To date there have 
been 83 books and 400,000 copies published. There have also 
been translations into 21 languages: Albanian, Catalan, Danish, 
Dutch, English, French, German, Korean, Japanese, Norwegian, 
Spanish, Swedish, Portuguese, Chinese, Arabic, Hebrew, Finish, 
and Greek. Many of the translations are organised through the 
various networks.  

In 2015 the International Centre welcomed 100,000 visitors. It 
is considered as a place for everybody, both local and 
international, and not only educators.  During our visit in July, 
it was a joy to see the International Centre looking so beautiful 
and so alive.  While we were there, the Centre welcomed our 
group meeting, and also an International Research and Design 
conference and study groups from China and New Zealand. 
Additionally, children and families who arrived in the late 
afternoon enjoyed the many established Atelier spaces too.  

It has always been the practice of Reggio Emilia to consider 
and respect the past in considering the present and the future. 
They acknowledge their complex and challenging history which 
has involved conflict, triggered by passion, and as they have 
done this, they have also been able to continue to work 
together.  

The current Vision and Mission of Reggio Children was shared 
with the network group for discussion, with a strong emphasis 
being given to the need to protect the knowledge base of their 
educational project. A strategic plan is now in process 
including the contribution from the Network Group and a draft 



version will be available for further discussion in February 
2017. 

A rich professional learning experience followed, including four 
presentations from the network groups.  Projects were 
provided by England, Columbia, Sweden and Australia. Ruth 

Wallbridge presented a beautiful project on behalf of Australia 
which was very much appreciated by everybody concerned.   

Jan Millikan  
REAIE Liaison with Reggio Children and the International 
Network 

 

Planetary Era project group 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 

We are part of an ecosystem and we must be convinced of 
this…that our earthly journey is a journey made together with 
the environment, with nature, with the cosmos: that our 
organism, our morality, our culture, our knowledge, our 
sentiments are all connected with the environment, with the 
universe, with the world, with the cosmos….and this is where 
the great web of our life exists. Malaguzzi quoting Commoner, 
in Cagliari, Castagnetti, Giudici, Rinaldi, Vecchi, & Moss, (eds.). 
(2016) p 329. 

In 2015, Reggio Children invited REAIE as a member of the 
International Network to contribute to a project which aimed 
to give voice to children’s empathic relationships with the 
natural world; to highlight the strength of the connections 
perceived to exist by children between humankind and nature.  

REAIE decided to relaunch this project in April 2016 and 
continues to invite submissions by members wishing to 
participate in this national project. A small project group is 

working to collect photographic images, children’s 
representations and transcripts of conversations. It is hoped 
that this collaborative process, involving REAIE members 
throughout Australia may eventually create a provocation for 
dialogue which might take the form of a series of panels, a 
short animation, or a travelling exhibition of children’s thinking 
made visible. Contributions received to date direct attention 
towards factors that need consideration to ensure the synergy 
of individual pieces towards a cohesive whole.  

I would like to thank Jan Millikan for her exceptional guidance 
in steering this project and also to Debbie Nicholas and Cara 
Mearns for their support and enthusiasm.  

Heather Conroy 
Convenor, Planetary Era project group  
 
Cagliari, P.; Castagnetti, M.; Giudici, C.; Rinaldi, C.; Vecchi, V. & Moss, P. (eds.). 
(2016). Loris Malaguzzi and the schools of Reggio Emilia. Abingdon, Oxon UK: 
Routledge. 

 

Conference Project Group Report 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 

The committee members for the National Conference Project 
Group, 2016 were: Kirsty Liljegren, Fiona Zinn, Kerrie O’Neill, 
Jan Millikan, Heather Conroy and Cara Mearns.  
 
Planning for the 2017 Conference, Landscapes of Identity 
began in early 2016 with Kerrie O’Neill and Kirsty Liljegren 
returning to their positions as co- convenors supported by 
other committee members. Phone conference meetings 
enabled participation by committee members from different 
states and regional areas.  
 
The previous National Conference Project Group had secured 
the new Sydney Convention Centre as the venue for the 2017 
Biennial National Conference. We are very excited to be 
hosting our event in this amazing new building, located on 
Darling Harbour. 
 
A difficult decision was made this year by the National REAIE 
committee not to offer either the Hundred Languages 
Exhibition or the Wonder of Learning Exhibition, due to 
difficulties in finding a suitable venue, associated costs and 
feedback indicating that conference participants have limited 
time during the conference to engage and interact with any 

exhibition.  
 
Semann and Slattery were re-appointed as the conference 
management team, due to the success of the 2015 conference 
Landscapes of Imagination, which attracted 1145 participants, 
a record attendance. We are aiming for the Sydney conference 
to draw a similar crowd, and are mindful of the challenges that 
a larger conference can bring.  We will consult with our 
conference management team to ensure that the conference 
continues to operate smoothly with comfort and ease for our 
participants.  
 
The state conference network group in Sydney has met several 
times with great enthusiasm and energy and are utilising their 
local knowledge to support the conference planning. We are 
grateful to Ruth Weinstein for coordinating this group and look 
forward to the contributions that they will bring to the 
conference.   

We are excited to announce that Leanne Gibbs (past CEO of 
Community Child Care NSW) will act as the Master of 
Ceremonies during the conference and we are working to 
secure a broad range of speakers who will address the 
conference theme of identity.  The conference, as always, will 



feature two speakers from Reggio Emilia, along with speakers 
from the Australia. 

A new conference website has been launched and 
registrations opened in December. The site will continue to be 
updated as new events and speakers are secured. We will be 
trialing new conference registration software and hope that 
conference registrants find this new system easy to use. 
 

We are very excited about the 2017 conference and hope to 
see many existing members, new members and other 
educators participate.  We are very sure it will be a memorable 
event. 
 
Kerrie O’Neill and Kirsty Liljegren 
Conference Project Group Co-Convenors 

 

Networks and Membership Project Group 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 
In 2016 the Networks and Membership Project Group (NMPG) 
was a collaboration between Jane Merewether, Debbie 
Nicholas, Fiona Zinn, Ruth Wallbridge & Kate Mount. This 
group completed two major tasks in 2016: a review of 
membership fees and structures, and the creation of an 
information pack to support REAIE Networks throughout 
Australia. 
 
The review of fees and structures was presented to the REAIE 
Committee in June. The report recommended retention of the 
current membership structure which includes a number of 
individual and organisational membership options. The review 
also recommended membership fees be increased. 
Membership fees have not increased since 2011. There has 
been no adjustment for inflation during this period and this 
has resulted in a narrowing gap between revenue and 
expenses. Further, the expanding benefits offered by REAIE 
have not been reflected in the membership fees. The following 
changes were passed in June by the full REAIE committee: 
  
·     Individual Full $109 becomes $119 
·     Individual Concession $59 becomes $64 
·     Organisational A $179 becomes $195 
·     Organisational B $299 becomes $329 

·     Organisational C $349 becomes $385 
·     Challenge Only $79 becomes $85   
 
The NMPG also compiled the first draft of the REAIE Network 
Pack, a set of information and guidelines for Networks. The 
pack includes information about the history, structure and 
committee of REAIE, and outlines the role and purpose of 
Networks within the organisation. It also includes information 
such as possible formats and content for meetings, support 
available from REAIE, contact details and funding possibilities. 
The Network Pack was sent to all Network Convenors for their 
feedback in December 2016. It is anticipated this pack will be 
updated on an annual basis.  

The NMPG was delighted to welcome Karen Szydlik to the 
REAIE staff this year. Karen’s role as Professional Learning and 
Network’s Coordinator means that the REAIE office now offers 
additional support for individual REAIE networks. The nature of 
this support is still evolving, and will be a point of discussion in 
2017 when we look forward to meeting with Network 
Convenors on 25 March, following REAIE’s AGM.  

Jane Merewether  
Networks and Membership Project Group Convenor 

 

  



REAIE NETWORK GROUP REPORTS 

Adelaide Hub Group 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 
The Adelaide Hub Group reflected on the Reggio principle of 
organisation and the nature of participation this year. Under 
the leadership of Kate Mount, Sheryle Yorston, Nadia 
Carruozzo, and Sally Gower, the Term 1 meeting was used to 
open up dialogue with our members to see what they wanted. 
The feedback from the meeting revealed that participation 
was going to look different for everyone. Some were looking 
for the opportunity to come together to enter into dialogue 
and reflective conversations about research and readings;  
others were wanting practical workshops and opportunities to 
visit sites, and another group of people were wanting a way to 
begin their journey with the Reggio Emilia approach and have 
the opportunity to ask questions and learn about the 
principles. This feedback was then implemented with a change 
to our hub group meeting structure. We would meet ‘on site’ 
and break into one of four groups: research, reading, 
beginners, and site tour/workshop. The Adelaide community 
responded positively to these changes and attendance at hub 
group meetings has increased to 80-100 people.  

Another turning point for the group was Kate’s resignation as 
the convenor and the invitation from Kate, Sheryle, Nadia and 
Sally for new members to join them on the executive group. In 

response to this Holly Baulderstone and Leanne Lovett 
(current co-convenors), Melissa Baulderstone, Anita Menon, 
Mary Scales, and Rina Visser joined the executive. This has 
resulted in representation across all the sectors of the South 
Australian Early Childhood Community, from government, 
independent, Catholic, long day care, stand-alone 
kindergartens, and schools. In considering the potential of 
distance preventing participants from connecting with the 
group, we made an effort to plan meetings across all areas of 
the city. Participant appreciation of this decision was reflected 
in our attendance lists.  

Building on the challenge offered by Paola Strozzi 
(Pedagogista) and Max Ghirardi (Atelierista), when they visited 
as part of the SA Collaborative Project, the Adelaide executive 
was challenged to consider ways to connect with our arts 
community; to reflect on the synergy that exists between arts 
organisations and our early childhood sector and how 
collaborative partnerships could be established.  

In 2017 we look forward to building on the momentum the 
group has developed this year.  

Holly Baulderstone 

 
 
 

Brisbane Network Group 
January 2016 – December 2016 

  
We have had an exciting year filled with many opportunities to 
come together as a group.  I wish to thank the many people 
who assisted and supported me personally and the group 
throughout the year.  Each event we hosted, whether it was a 
network meeting or a guest speaker ran very smoothly thanks 
to support of our network group.  
 
Visitors and guest speakers for 2016 include Tiziana Filippini, 
Jan Millikan, Heather Conroy, Jill McLachlan, Margo Hobba and 
Chris Celada. Each event was very well received with requests 
to do this again please. A few of our network colleagues 
headed off to Reggio for the study tour earlier this year and 
have said they have benefitted greatly from the professional 
learning that has been provided since their return. We all felt 
very privileged to have Tiziana lead a workshop with us as well 
as feeling very inspired by participants who travelled across 
the country to join us. Tiziana's passion for understanding 

children and their thinking ignited us to rethink how and what 
we do regardless of what field we work in. 
 
Our thanks go to Otello's restaurant in West End for allowing 
us to meet in their rooms upstairs. Later in the year we 
returned to meeting at centres in the hope that more people 
would become involved. Next year Renee Mitchell and Skye 
Deveraux will share the role of convenor and meetings will be 
held at Goodstart Red Hill (at the change of each season). 
Opportunities for guest speakers to present workshops will 
also be available throughout the year. I wish to thank all of our 
wonderful network members for their professionalism and 
ongoing support over the years. It has been a great pleasure to 
work with you all, thank you. 
 
Karen Renz 



 
Limestone Coast 

January 2016 – December 2016 
 
The Limestone Coast South Australia Network Group has just 
been re-ignited. We had a very successful first meeting at the 
end of term three where we had 30 very enthusiastic 
educators attend. As a group we explored the possibilities of 
what it is we wanted out of these meetings and how we might 
format them. It was a great opportunity for us to share our 
thoughts, questions and ideas. We then explored the words 
‘Dialogue’, ‘Discussion’ and ‘Debate’ and what they mean to 
us. We read articles about these words and their meanings to 
further challenge our thinking. From this initial meeting a small 
organising committee was formed to support and structure 
our future meetings. We will meet again this term and have 
asked everyone to come to the evening with their answer to 
this question….What is your image of the child? We have 
suggested the use of a book to document their thinking. This 

book could become a journal that documents their network 
journey. In small groups we will dialogue around this question 
and share individuals’ thoughts about their image of the child. 
We will then come together to share and reflect as a whole 
group. In between meetings we will provide links to various 
articles to continue our learning.  
 
Our journey as a network group is just beginning and as we 
build relationships with one another to support, guide and 
challenge our thinking, we are excited about where our 
journey will take us. 
 
Sally Gower 

 
 

Northern Rivers NSW 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 
The highlight for the Reggio Emilia Northern Rivers Group was 
the workshop delivered by Margo Hobba and Chris Celada on 
the pedagogy of relationships. This was attended by 
approximately 25 people. 
 

Members are excited about the Reggio Emilia Biennial 
Conference to be held in Sydney in July 2017. 
 
Wendy Boyd 

 
NW Sydney RE-Search Group 

January 2016 – December 2016 
 
It has been a quiet year for the NW Sydney RE-Search group. 
We will be having a meeting in Term 4 but otherwise we have 
not met as a network. This quiet, reflective year has given us 
space to reconsider what we want for the future of the 
network. As of October 2016 our convening group extended 
from two to five co-convenors and now has convenors 
representing educators from preschool, long day care and the 
school sector. The new convening group will be meeting 
together before the end of the year to consider ways ahead 
that will be sustaining and meet the various hopes and needs 
of the group.  
 
On the table is a consideration to narrow the region served by 
our network, in the hope of facilitating richer and more regular 
connections across settings. Our current geographical reach 

means that members come to an average of one meeting per 
year, usually the meeting that is geographically closest to their 
setting. We do have a core group of about 4-6 educators that 
will make an effort to attend, not dependent on the location of 
the meeting.  
 
With the changes ahead, there may be a change of name and 
further changes to the convening group. For example, we may 
break ourselves into smaller more focused groups rather than 
stay as a large network. The end result of our discussions 
about the future is not yet clear but we will inform REAIE as 
decisions are made about future directions. 
 

Jill McLachlan 
 

Perth Reggio Network 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 
Once again, Perth Reggio Network has had a very fruitful year. 
We met each term and heard from a number of very 
interesting members of our network: 

• In February,  Dr Stefania Giamminuti (Curtin 
University) and Juliet Lewer (Lance Holt School) 
shared their experience as co-researchers on what 
became known as the ‘nature walks’ research project 
– a year-long investigation involving the use of 
‘pedagogical documentation’ as a research tool.  

• In May, Wendy Candy from Wesley College spoke 
about her experiences in building partnerships 

between family and school. 
• In August, Katie Pitchford and Sarah Briotti from 

Como Children shared their project ‘Deconstructing 
Nature and Beautiful Discoveries: The Como Eco 
Scientists’. 

• In November, Denise Ansingh spoke about her 
experiences on visits New Zealand and Reggio Emilia 
and how these might influence those working with 
the EYLF in a Western Australian context. 

 



These events not only challenged our thinking but also 
highlighted strengths and capabilities within our network. 

In May, Perth was privileged to have four Tiziana Filippini 
events hosted by REAIE. Tiziana presented a public lecture, 
two workshops and a one-day conference. She also visited a 
number of schools and centres. Her presentations were very 
well received by both those familiar with the ideas from Reggio 
Emilia and those new to them. We are extremely grateful for 
the support of REAIE and Reggio Children, which enabled 
Tiziana to come to our city, and of course, we extend our 
heartfelt appreciation to Tiziana who packed so much into her 
time in Perth. We also thank all the members and delegates 
who participated so enthusiastically in these wonderful 

professional learning opportunities.  

Once again, the Twilight Visits were very successful for Perth 
this year. Three centres welcomed network members and the 
public in October, further adding to the conversation amongst 
educators who are interpreting the ideas from Reggio Emilia 
for an Australian context. The generosity of these centres is 
much appreciated. 

Perth Reggio Network looks forward to another year of 
thinking, wondering and inquiry, centred on the provocation of 
our colleagues in Reggio Emilia.  

Jane Merewether 
 

The Tasmanian REsearch Network 
January 2016 – December 2016 

 
The Tasmanian REsearch Network continues to be active in 
encouraging dialogue and offering professional learning to 
educators in relation to the provocation of the educational 
project in Reggio Emilia. In 2016, the Tasmanian Network was 
fortunate enough to have hosted well-known pedagogista and 
collaborator Tiziana Filippini from Reggio Emilia for a series of 
events, including a public lecture at the Museum of Old and 
New Art (MONA),   a two day workshop and one 
day presentation at the beautiful Baha'i Centre. All events 
were very well-attended, attracting people from around the 
State, from interstate and overseas. Tiziana was interviewed in 
Hobart on ABC radio and this was shared around the country. 
Her work in Tasmania sparked discussions between educators 
and also between organisations and local council 

representatives. An exciting time! As part of the 
REAIE's speaker series, Kelly Boucher from Melbourne and Lou 
Thorpe from Hobart each presented workshops in Launceston. 
Those who attended these workshops have provided us with 
excellent feedback.  The Tasmanian REsearch Network has also 
been involved this year in discussions with our local 
Government regarding the proposed changes to the 
Tasmanian Education Act and submitted a paper in response 
to the proposal to lower the school starting age. We will 
continue to be involved in this process, advocating for the 
rights of children, families and educators in our State.  
 
David Gilkes  
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